Road-Rail Transport
to weekly periods and that explains how in certain weeks
there are no expenses under tyres and tubes.   Figures
under this head are available for three weeks.   For these
weeks, the expenses under spare parts are also shown,
thus indicating that the vehicles were either overhauled
completely   or   they   sustained  some   breakdowns.   But,
in view of the fact that the expenditure under tyres
and tubes show great correspondence, as also those for
spare parts, the cause must be set down to overhauling.
A  study  of  the  mileage   consumption shows that  the
mileage return varies between 14 and 15 miles per gallon.
This is in accordance with the 16 miles estimated by
Messrs. Gadgil and Gogate.   They say that generally the
mileage per gallon varied between 16 and 18.   In some
cases the particularly bad state of the bus was responsible
for a higher consumption, and in others the bad roads
were  responsible.   Generally speaking,  the main routes
in the Coimbatore District operated by the U. M. S. are
fairly good, though there are certain stretches, where the
bus route deviates from the main roads, which are bad
enough.   The average cost of petrol as deduced from the
statistics is approximately Bs. 1-6-6.   The average cost of
petrol per running mile is about an anna and a half.   In
the case of the shorter routes the average is 0-1-5 pies
whereas on the longer  route it is 0-1-7.  -This may be
attributed to the large number of stops on the longer
routes and, in consequence, the greater length of time
during which the engine is kept running for the passengers
to board and alight.   This same reason accounts for the
fact that whereas on the shorter routes the petrol consump-
tion is a gallon for every 17 miles, on the longer routes
it is about 14.   The consumption of oil works out variously,
la the first two cases, a gallon is consumed for every 700
miles on an average, 716 and 680 to be correct.   In the